As personal computers affect more and more facets of our lives, they are also sweeping into the analytical laboratory, leaving their mark on both operation and organisation.
However, the reception they are being given in the laboratory so far has been decidedly cool. The forerunner of the personal computer in the laboratory, the HP-85, has not really "paved the way" and although computers per se are now of fundamental importance in a modern laboratory, analytical chemists still carefully evaluate any changes they may cause in order not to endanger continuity. Nevertheless, before long, personal computers will invade the sanctity of the laboratory in a big way and many reports of user experience are already appearing in the literature. The development of computerisation is repeating itself; decentralisation, this time at the level of the microcomputer and local computing power, with networking at a later stage for collating and archiving purposes. A sea of possibilities is opening and the task is to sail the proper course through it.
At this stage, the editors of the Journal of Automatic
Chemistry would like to remind the readers of the purpose of the journal. We were dismayed to see there was no forum for the exchange of information and experience gained in automating schemes introduced at individual laboratories. The journal was introduced to provide this forum and would like to appeal to the readership to make full us of it during this exciting development with personal computers.
Report on your application, and quickly! 
